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Overview of Walmart.org & 
Northwest Arkansas Strategies



Our philanthropic focus areas extend the impact of Walmart’s business strengths on key issues 
that improve the quality of life in the region

Economic Opportunity

• Foster local workforce 
growth through 
collaboration, training, 
and skill development for 
future job opportunities

• Strengthen the regional 
recycling system

 

• Improve access and 
availability of healthier 
food 

• Build nutrition literacy and 
skills 

Healthier Food Access
Caring and Connected 

NWA

Associate Engagement

Our Focus: To strengthen long-term capacity & capabilities that improve the quality of life in Northwest 
Arkansas, focusing on low-income and underserved communities in the region. 

• Foster greater community 
connectivity through 
inclusive programs and 
experiences in community 
spaces

• Improve community access 
to arts and recreation 
amenities

• Make it easier for associates in Northwest Arkansas to connect and engage with regional non-profits 
through sponsored events, volunteering and board service 



Walmart.org

Sponsored Events: There are some updates here

Two categories: Which should you choose?

• Category 1: Fundraising: Primary goal of the event is fundraising for the nonprofit, with paid 
tickets above $25.

• Category 2: Community Events:  Primary goal of the event is to celebrate, raise awareness and 
engage. This is a large-scale community event that is free or tickets that are $25 or less.

Things to know:

• Nonprofit sponsorships can be funded once in each category per year.

• The budget per RFP round is $400,000



Walmart.org

Category 1:  Fundraising Sponsorships
Purpose of request:  We are seeking proposals for event fundraising sponsorships 
that are highly engaging for the community and our associates and provide 
support for vital resources in NWA.

Things to know:

▪ Fundraisers where tickets are required, and ticket prices are above $25.

▪ Nonprofits should engage with Spark Good Tools.

▪ Sponsorship packets are required to determine level of sponsorship.

▪ Request for sponsorships will not be considered outside of the RFP 
process.  Sponsorship requests should not be made to other areas of the 
company or to individual executives. 

https://walmart.org/what-we-do/strengthening-community/spark-good


Walmart.org

Category 2:  Community Events Sponsorships

Purpose of request:  We are seeking proposals for community event sponsorships of programs 
that are highly engaging for the NWA region that celebrate, and foster connections in our 
community.

Things to know:

▪ These events celebrate, raise awareness and engage the community. This is a large-scale 
community event.

▪ Community events should have low barrier access: low-cost ticketing ($25 or less) or 
free.

▪ Nonprofits engage with Spark Good Tools.

▪ Sponsorship packets are required to determine level of sponsorship.

▪ Request for sponsorships will not be considered outside of the RFP process. Sponsorship 
requests should not be made to other areas of the company or executives. 

https://walmart.org/what-we-do/strengthening-community/spark-good
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What we hope for:

• Highlight the important work being done by NWA Community 
agencies

• Accessible events will celebrate and foster community 
connections

• Create a pathway for new events and create a transparent and 
equitable application process for events

• Encourage customer and associates’ engagement through 
nonprofits leveraging Spark Good year-round

https://walmart.org/what-we-do/strengthening-community/spark-good


Request for Proposals Timeline
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Timeline: October Round

Announcement

August

October 1 2024

November/December
Award Notices and Payouts

Grantees will be notified, 

October  1 RFPs will go live

The RFPs will be live until 
October 31 11:59 pm CST

Webinars 
Webinar Dates September 9 & 24

January-June 2025

Newly funded event 
schedule begins

Next RFP opens  April 1-30, 2025
for events July-December 2025



Final Check Lists

• Final Check Lists

A resource for making sure you have everything in order



Checklists

Eligibility Checklist
Organizations applying must meet one of following criteria:

❑ An organization holding a current tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, listed on the IRS Master File and conducting 
activities within Northwest Arkansas.501(c)(3) organizations must be recognized as public charities other than Type III supporting organizations.

❑ A recognized government entity: state, county or city agency, including law enforcement or fire departments, that are requesting funds exclusively for public 
purposes.

❑ A K-12 public or nonprofit private school, charter school, community/junior college, state/private college or university.

❑ A church or other faith-based organization with a proposed project that benefits the community at large, such as food pantries, soup kitchens and clothing 
closets.

Funding Exclusions – We do not provide grant funding for:

❑ Association/chamber memberships

❑ Athletic sponsorships (teams, events)

❑ Faith-based organizations when the proposed grant serves private interests rather than conferring a benefit to the community, in general

❑ Unrestricted funding

❑ Political causes, candidates, organizations, or campaigns

❑ Grants to individuals, to include scholarships (tuition, room and board or any other expense related to college, university, or vocational school attendance)



Checklist continued

Award Conditions

❑ Organizations that have already received a Northwest Arkansas grant but have not completed an impact report may not be eligible to apply 
or receive a new grant.

❑ Organizations that submit a sponsorship proposal in a category they have already received funding for in the previous round will not be 
considered.  

❑ A Sponsorship packet must be uploaded to the application: proposals missing a current sponsorship packet will not be considered.

❑ A 990 and Nonprofit Determination Letter must be uploaded (and an AKA letter/name change if names do not match on documents)  
Proposals missing these documents will not be considered

❑ Associate involvement in  the organization is a consideration for sponsorship

❑ Spark Good use is a consideration for sponsorship

❑ Funding provided by the Walmart Foundation cannot be used to provide services, compensation, or preferential treatment to Walmart 
stores or Walmart affiliated businesses.  This funding cannot be used to purchase food for charitable distribution.

❑ This is a funding is for a one-time event, on-going programming will not be considered.

Good Luck and thank you for applying!
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How to Access the Application:

Reminder:  The focus area in the Sponsorship portion is:  Northwest Arkansas

Step 1: 
Use the following link: 

http://www.cybergrants.com/walmart/spo
nsorship

Step 2: 
On the log-in screen please use the standard log-in field 
and enter your email.  

Step 3: 

Enter invitation code - SPONWACOM 
▪ You will need to use this invitation code every time 

you log-in to the system. This will also ensure the 
application is directed to me for review. If you log in 
without the invitation code, you will not be able to 
start or edit a new proposal. 

If you need help with the CyberGrants, there is a “Need Support” button 
that you can click at the bottom of the website page.  This will connect 
you with the CyberGrants help desk.

Angela.Oxford@walmart.com

SPONWACOM 

http://www.cybergrants.com/walmart/sponsorship
http://www.cybergrants.com/walmart/sponsorship
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Please be sure to 

put the event dates 

in your proposal

Focus Area should be 
Northwest Arkansas
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Event Tab: Select your category type

For the Fundraising Category 
select
“Benefit/Fundraiser” for your 
Sponsorship type    

For the Community Engagement 
Category select 
“Conference/Seminar” for your 
Sponsorship type



Walmart.org

Associate Engagement and Event Agenda 

Walmart Executive 
engagement? 

Walmart Board 
members, volunteers



Walmart.org

A current 
sponsorship 
packet must be 
uploaded here.  
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Support Contacts &
Best Practices

Organization Support:

❑ “Needs Support” link

❑ wmsupport@cybergrants.com for 
general CyberGrants needs, 
technical issues, issues within the 
application.

❑ frontdoor@cybergrants.com for 
assistance with FrontDoor 
registration, update organization 
profile or add a person to the 
record

Best Practices:

❑ Log in early to ensure you can access your 
account and the correct application type.

❑ With your proposal, be sure to upload the 
correct documents:
• IRS Determination Letter
• 990 or 990 EZ 

❑ If you refer to us as a funder at any point 
in your proposal, refer to us as  “ 
“Walmart.”  not the “Walmart 
Foundation”

❑ If your organization was funded previously, 
please ensure your report from past 
funding is complete in the system. 

mailto:wmsupport@cybergrants.com
mailto:wmsupport@cybergrants.com
mailto:frontdoor@cybergrants.com


Questions?
Email: Angela.Oxford@Walmart.com

This slide presentation will be emailed to you.

Requests for Proposals will go live: October 1-31

Notifications of sponsorship funding November-December

**Please do not submit proposals prior to October 1

mailto:Angela.Oxford@Walmart.com
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